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Mr. Sheridan's Scheme of Education. 
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o deſire my Opinion concerning Mr. 

Sheridan s Scheme, and his Qualificati- 
ons for undertaking ſo large a Province 
as that of directing the Studies, and finiſhing 
the Accompliſhments of young Gentlemen, in 
the ornamental” as well as uſeful Parts of Edu- 
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A whole Kingdom, you think, is a great Un- 
dertaking ; that it is next to impoſſible he ſhould 
have his Eye over all, to ſuperintend, direct and 
reform what may be amiſs; that he will find 
-endleſs;ReluQtance in Schoolſpaſters tg tread in 
any &na's Steps, or follow any Line of Direction, 
but what they chalk out for themſelves ; with 
many other Objections; For an Anſwer to which 
I ſend you an Extract of his Plan, where they are 
all virtually, if not ip cifically, anſwered ; and, I 
belleve, Wil gde atisfaction * with mine” 


- when I read it. 


C1458 43x #+ k-:; 

| The "ne is, undoubtedly, laudable in Mr. 

 Sherida ,.apd, en Doubt b 

3 WW A red: Wich tlie 285 Hi- 
bernian Society, that it deſerves publick Encou- 
ragement : But to give my Opinion as to the Suc- 
ceſs it may meet with, or the Benefit may accrue _ 
from it to the Pibliey d Matter gf inn 
deration, and takes in more Circumſtances, than 
I am able to make myſelf IG ml, or 
could rightly decide on, if I op them 1 %. 


1 1 12455 igigO 7801 577 0 * 
Ks in al new! Schemes, as in 8880 Roads, 
* may appear ſmooth in Proſpech thoughdif- | 
ficult to pal over; hut where it is worth making. 
the Trial, it ſhould, not, qiſcourage ur ſetting, 
aut, that poſſihly a Bog. may intercept ys in ON8, 


1 Place or abrupt and ſteep Grounds in another; fs 


t RM | + 
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if they be were, they are not unſurmountable, 
and, on Trial, may be found practicable at leſs 
Hazard and Labour than we imagine; and let 
the worſt come that may, we ſhall have the ſame 
Comfort with Sir Epicure Mammon, who did not 
quite loſe his Labour and Money in ſearching for 3 
the Philoſopher's Stone, as he got ſomething, by ix 
the Erbe rien, to care the Neha d 427541 ts 1 


Auſtead then of iet e to o the Practi- L 
cability of Mr. Sheridan's Scheme, which I think 
either idle or ill-natured, I will ſuppoſe it ſhould | | 
ſucceed in all its Parts, and become ſo well eſta- 
bliſned a Method, as to juſtify the Opinion -and 
Reſolytions. entered into, by the; honourable So- 
* cCiety, when the Plan,,was: firſt laid before them, 
and ſigned by ſuch of the Nobulity and Gentry, as 
do. Honour to the Lindertaker, and whoſe bare 
Names ſhould ſilence Gainſaying, and put an 
Eng * all ſeepycal Wahn and Doubts... 


e 
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Fade methodical” 23 he Subject requires, we 

muſt conſider, ſeparately,” the Advantages of 
„ having an /ef7 and an ornamental Education, 
[for either may be bad. without the other] what 

additional Improveraents may be expected from 

the Scheme, and what Reception the Gentlemen, 

ſo improved, are like to meet with, N they 

come e into the great Woh, 


74 


5 * . Taz ry $4 
it) A 4 - 


S- : j © PR. — 2 * 
* - a 44 $ "y 
FETT on LESS 1 2 begin 
+ 4 9 » 2 4 ö 


ef A437 3 g REY 


2 A 
me, 


Aer AE Re LAN 


ͤ—U—— ——— > 17 ——— 4 — —— —ʒàʒĩ4 EP —— — a—— —ñ— 


CE) 
1 begin 0 with . laſt for" a Realbh you wilt 
find preſently, and ſhall take a View of the Bene- 
fit ariſing to the Public, from having young Gen- 
tlemen finiſbia, i i. e. furniſhed with ſuch outward . 
Accompliſhments the Dehors, I think, the French 
call it] as conſtitute, in common Acceptation, 
the pretty Gentleman, fine Gentleman, with 


other Appellatives, that, if ey mean any Ang 
mean g the fame ting. . W EN 
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It has been obſerved, how juſtly I 1 ſhan' t pre- 
tend to ſay, that, with regard to the Addreſs or 
Manners, they ought to be different in every dif. 
ferent Rank of the World, and that, if good 
Senſe be not wanting, they will imperceptibly fol- 
low, and become habitually ſuitable to our Con- 
dition, without taking Leſſons from the different 

Maſters, Who, from Time to Time, advertiſe 
themſelves for that Purpoſe; and again, that if 
good Senſe be really wanting, Inſtruction will do 
hut little, and the beſt Rules can be laid down, 
will be but like good Tools put into the Hand of 
a Workman who does not know how to uſe them; 
and in Concluſion, that Art is uſeleſs without Na- 
ture to direct it. I muſt beg leave to differ a little 
from this Opinion, and for this Reaſon, that we 
ſee a great deal of ill Manners in every Rank of 
the World; and yet it is equally certain, that 
good Senſe is never wanting in any Rank or Con- 
dition whatever. In this laſt Point there are but 
two 
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two Parties who have any Right to judge, 2 viz.) 
the young Man to be educated, and the Parents 


who are to give him Education: And tho' I have 


been diligent to look out, I could never. find 
among high, or low, any one Inſtance of a young 
Man who was not ſure, if he had but Opportu- 


nity, [and it is not all who are ſo modeſt as to 


think that wanting] he had Senſe enough, and 


ſhould ſurprize the World by his Accompliſh- 


ments; nor any Inſtance of a Parent, who enter- 
tained the leaſt Doubt of it; I inevitably 
conclude, that good Manners and Addreſs are 

the Work partly of Art, and that the beſt natural 
Senſe ſent into the World without it, will be as 


aukward as a Clown among Courtiers, a Pigeon 


among Rooks, or any other Conjunctions we daily 
ſee of plain Nature, and impor Naturey./ th 
gether. 


It appears then to me, that having got a Spice 
of Mr. Sheridan's artificial Nature muſt be of ſin- 
_ gular Uſe to young Men before they come into 
the World, either of high or low Degree, though 
I oo far allow the above Objection as to confeſs, 

that in the high Rank of young Men, they may 
be very well put out of Hand [as we ordinarily 


fay of Work neatly done] following Mr. Sheri- 


dan's Plan; yet the compleating, the finiſbing the 


Gentleman, is only to be had by an after Com- 
merce with the World, by converſing with Supe- 


ors as well as Equals, and, perhaps, with Infe- 


riors, 


2 


. 

Tiors, that is, as Mr. Fielding words it, the res- 
ches whom nobody knows, but may be worth know- 
ing, were it only that thefe future Ornaments of 
their Country may ſet the juſter Value on them- 
ſelves, when they obſerve the Difference between 
high and low Breeding, between formal Wretches 
who have ſquared their Manners by old-faſhioned 
Rules, and their Language by Moods and Figures, 

and that genteel Manner fo peculiar to thoſe who 
have diſengaged their Minds from Prejudices, and 
Thinking of all Sorts, and ſhew by a vacant Air, 
as well as Conntenance and Speech, that they are 
not tinctured with the Hue, or have contraced 
| _ Habits of the vulgar Herd of Mankind. 


But for 1 Gendoatin of all under Claſſes, | 
whoſe Finiſhing is in Queſtion, and who are deſ- 
tined to Profeſſions, I am clear in Opinion, that 
they ſhould look no farther for Improvements from 
the great World; but that as ſoon as they get a 
Certificate or Diploma, ſigned by Mr. 7——/, of 


. having taken the. Degree of Gentlemen under Mr. 


Sheridan, they paſs current in all Places and Com- 
panies for right Proof, in the ſame Manner that 
the Tower Mark warrants the true Standard mn 

* 5 or Objection. | 


1 have two Reaſons W this laſt Opinion | The 
frſt is, that Experience proves the Attempt has 
always been fruitleſs, and Loſs of Time; and if 
we look through the. three — it is ob- 


vious 


PTS 
out 0 obferve, that the Dine, the Lidyep] 
and the'#+radiated Phyſiciun, are, on leaving their 
reſpective Academies, pot only ſtored with all the 


Knowledge that falls within the Cempaſs 'of 
Man's Comprehenſion, but alſo have ſo engtafted 


a Contempt for all Manners or Breeding, differ- 


ing front their own, that, inſtead of copying what 


triay be obſerved in the great World, they Can 


only pity the poor 8 who have not had che 
fare Advattages with theriſelves, whereby to 
ſhine iti Converſation,” and deligfht ﬆ the en 
time ey indes e r A 4 1 


ö „0 
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My Ren Reaſon is, dar it 0 2 an ne a as 
well as unkkely Project; for could they de ure 


fo far, by Vir. Ser idam and his Uſhers, as to Habe 


quite thfown off their old Coat, and totally Eid laid 
aſide the free Airs of the Collegian, the agree- 
able Raillery of the Templar, and the wiſe De- 
portment of the Dottor ; yet it is not in Art to 
give them the Air and Turn of the 'bigh' Rink 
People, as they want for a Grourd work, the 
Inanity of T hought, and unconnected Succeſſion 
of Ideas, which make the ſpecifiek” Differetiee 
between a Gentleman and a Pedant. The Rudi- 
ments of genteel Inſenſibility, muſt be talcen in, 
as it were, with the Mother's Milk; impr pag 
by dorneſtic Example, and confirmed by am early 


and frequent Refort to Dances, Drums; and 
Play hbuſes, with an obſtinate Reſolution” to read 


nothing but Ivitation Cards, nor hear any Di 
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ourſe but of Bets and Wagers: So that I can- 
not ſee how, Gentlemen, uſed to Attention, can 
make any [Progreſs in a Science, the Conſum- 
mation of e is, to have no Attention to any 
cory lle aps : 

how nd Ao of Profeſſion * be re- 
i in the World, could they arrive, at the 
Behaviour of fine Gentlemen, is hard to ſay, as 
we have no Experience in the Point, nor what 
| Effect- it would work on themſelves to have 
learned the Looks, Geſtures, and Phraſes of 
their Betters; but a good deal may be gueſſed 
at from the Effects theſe; acquired Airs have 

had on the other Sex, who have been inſtructed 
. the Faſhions of Ladies of Condition, to fit 
them for ſeeing e when r come up 
to Town. | RD 


8 
# 


"14 | 1 r met wick many . old enough 1 to 
| | remember the Time when Tea- drinking. was firſt 
brought among us, and when a certain Set of 
Schoolmiſtreſſes travelled. about the Country to 
teach young Ladies the Art of making Tea, and 

behaving themſelves properly, during the Diſtri- 
bution of it, to a ſuppoſed Circle of Perſons of 

Diſtinction, with the Queſtions and Replies fuit- 

a gkdle to the Occaſion, I from which, by the way, 

. I have been told Swift twok the Hint of his Fo- 

lite Converſation] and whatever elſe might expreſs 
n Manners, and them, in the Phraſe of 
their 
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Tar] 
their Mifreſſes, what People were come of, and 
that they had a good Education. A lively for- 
ward Miſs required but a Month to compleat 
her, if ſhe was handſome; as indeed they all 
were, in the Opinion of the ſaid Miſtreſſes, as 
well as in that of their Fathers, Mothers and 
Nurſes. ' Mis being thus finiſhed, her Parents 
never were at Reſt till they had her ſnewn in 
Dublin. It was pity ſuch Accompliſhments, in 
ſo lovely a Child, ſhould be ſtifled in a Country 


Corner of the World, and the Money thrown 


away and be loſt; in conſequence of which Rea- 
ſoning, the whole Family was brought up te 


Town, and M exhibited, every Evening, to 


as many as'eould be got together at the: Hout of 


Tea - drinking, where ſhe gave entire Satisfaction 


to ſome, and was as much daughed at by others; 
which, however, was not the worſt Conſequence 
of her finiſbed Education: She had her Head 
ever after ſo turned by. the Contemplation of 
her own Perfections and Superiority of Accom- 


pliſhments, that ſhe could not reliſn the Com- 
pany of ſuch low Creatures as her Country Ac- 


quaintance were, who had never been in Dub- 
lin, nor made Tea for the Quality; was always 


in the Dumps, unmannerly to her Parents, diſ- 


obliging to Neighbours, till Art and Politeneſs 
had made her as odious, as Nenn had made 
her "SY: 
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Arhat Cab: Uke this wok; bas ir Cle f 
of the midling Gentry, were all to be ſhaped 


by Mr. Sheridan, and aim afterwards: at a faſbi- 


onaple Manner, is very probable from what we 
daily: may obſerve of plain, ſenſible, agreeable 
Companions, chearſully open, and naturally well- | 
mannered, whilſt they follew Nature, become 
ivlyfferably affected, and deſpieably impertinent, 


afier a Winter's Converſation among People of 
Faſhion in Town, and ſo 'aſhamed of the good 


— as $0 addy Fally for the: ro of 
neee ei; N TH E. _ 4 OH tt SEEN h 


10 I; think, b We vn. may PoonoungRs: — 
this” Patt of Mr, Sheridan's Finiſbing i ſhould he 


leſt out of the Scheme, and the 3 Part 


of his Education be confined to People! in hig 
Life; or, as the honourable Society ehuſes ta 
expreſs it, to the Perſans F high Runk and Ong 
Station ——_ our 1 nen Kingdom. 

- 403 t en bins em 18th 215 ane 


As wthe ufeful We may expect dend a, 


Mr. Sberiuunis Scheme, . ſhould ſay a good 


deal, only I fear i might ſeem 1 Par adox .ta 


many People; however I will ſay fomething ag 


well of his I as, his r 49 1 
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As to the firſt, I own myſelf one who has 


always been of Opinion, that we . too much, 


rather 8 


7861 | 
rather than too 5 Learning among us. Be 


not ſtartled; I beſeech you; at the wide-mouthed 
Paradox, till, you hear the Cauſes of my enter- 


taining ſo faoliſh a Fancy: Therefore, to ſoften 
the Expreſſion, I mean, we have too many 
learned Men among us, who are, by their Learn- 
ing, ſuperior to all Kinds of Induſtry ; who dif 
dain mechanick Trades.; who, from having been 
Servitors at the College, when they ought to have 
been making Brogues, become Nuiſances in 


every | Converſation they are admitted to, Bur- 


dens on the Country Gentlemen, Medlers in 
Families, as their Learning entitles them to be, 
and either uſeleſs Vagabonds, or; as Cal. 4——/ 


obſerves, ſcandalous Curates to indolent Miniſters, 


who, inſtead of feeding their dern ce — 
are en N r in Town. 


| 11 410 


Though 1 had as ; great an Eſteem. + as Mr. 


Sheridan has, for our ever to be revered Alma 
Mater the College; and as high a Senſe of the 
Worth of the Gentlemen who govern it, whom 

I think; all in all, not to be equalled by the 
Fellows of any other Society we know -of ; yet 

it has always been one Cauſe of Conſolation with 


me, when I ſaw her declining in Numbers of 
Students, that young Men may be more uſefully. 


emplayed in Commerce and Agriculture, than 


in getting, as moſt of them do no more, as 
much Knowledge of Sciences and Languages 
as 60s to make them Coxcombs, hen Nature, 


A8 


t 41 


as e Pber favs, only meant them for Fools. 
Mr. Sheridan has aſſigned a Reaſon that will not 


bear, for this Deficiency of Numbers, (viz.) 


that our Gentry ſend their Sons to Oxford and 
Cambridge in great Numbers. How many are 
there now, I cannot ſay; ; but a very few Years 
ago, I ſpent a Week in each Univerſity, when 


there were but vo from- Ireland at Oxford, and 


not one, as I could hear of, at Cambridge; 
and twenty-five Years ago, the Yice-chancellor of 


Dublin College, who is, indeed, himſelf all Mr. 
Sheridan recommends to be attained, can'teſtify 
there were not thirty at Oxford; and that too, I 
was informed, the higheſt Number ever known 
there from Ireland. The Truth is, Men of 
middling Eſtates ſend their Sons to Merchants, 
or aſſign them Farms, to the great Increaſe of 


this Kingdom, inſtead of [at a monſtrous Ex- 


* 


pence, as Things now are] ſending them 8 


the College; whereby, if they do not miſcarry, 


they may, poſſibly, get a bare Livelihood for 


what had been a Fund to raffe them, with pro- 


portionable re to e and e 


een W by 2 4140 n Io: evi 


| You may wonder at this, and recolle&t many 
wiſe Obſervations in which I may be included, 


That none but the Ignorant deſpiſe Learning: 


4e none but Hrutes deſpiſe Politeneſs of Manners ; 3 
a that ingenuas didiciſſẽ  fideliter | artes, &c. has 
« been a Maxim never controverted by any 


6 "Oe 


[15] 
« but untutored Savages.” Yes, true Learn- 
ing, and true Manners, ſhould be the firſt Ob- 
ject of every one's Attention, who can devote 
himſelf to the firſt; and the ſecond, of every 
Individual, however dignified, or undignified 
and undiſtinguiſhed; But the Impreſſion of the 
firſt cannot be made on every Kind of Wood, 
which is indiſcriminately ſent to Shop, be the 


Artificers as able Workmen as you can  defirez 


nor is any Politeneſs neceſſary for, or becoming, 
the Bulk of Mankind, beyond the unconceal- 
able Tribute of Regard that good Nature and 
good Senſe will for ever ſhew, where it is due; 
without going to the Schools-of Diſcipline where 
it is made up in the preſent faſhionable Forms. 
There is a falſe and a true Breeding, or, rather, 
Manners. The firſt may be the Force of Na- 
ture; but the laſt was never got by Art. In 
Courts, *tis true, there is an eſtabliſhed artificial 
Breeding, which an ingenious Nobleman thinks 
neceſſary there, as, he ſays, without it, Men's 
Paſſions would confound and deſtroy all; that 
if Men there did not embrace, they would 
„ ſtab;” which, though I think it were the bet- 
ter Faſhion of the two, yet I am content it ſhould 
be diſuſed, and that great People ſhould act the 
Hypocrite, and be every Thing but what they 
are; but for Under-People to be what they are 
not, will for ever render them the Scorn of all 

| who have Senſe, and [though they may not be 
able to tell why] the Deteſtatiop of the moſt 
ſtupid of their 9E NG It 


3 ws) | 


It is not ROT to be eit or ee 


. ſhould be the Object of our Attention, nor ſhould 


it be deſired to have all Degrees of People any 
farther learned than may be neceſſary for their 
Trade or Calling. It may be juſtly affirmed 
they are neither the better or wiſer for it; but, 
on the contrary, leſs capable of Inſtruction, and 
lefs amenable to the Laws of Society and Duty. 
As for thoſe whoſe Profeſſions require a good 
Degree of Learning, it ſeems to me they may 
attain to it on the Footing Things are, if they 
have equal Talents and Application; and if they 
want either, they will be but little forwarded 
by all the Refinements can be invented. The 
Truth is, we are too fond of human Learning, 
and have, in moſt Countries, ſince the Revival 
ol it, purſued it to the Loſs of Virtue and Re- 
ligion. Reaſon was never more talked of, or 
| Teſs followed, than now among us; and all we 

ſeem to have got by Learning, and improving 
our Reaſon, is, that every Man's Kind of Learn- 
ing is the moſt uſeful, and every Man's Reaſon 
the moſt demonſtrably right, and a Standard to 
meaſure that of all others by. 


But the two principal Wees to be ex- 
pected from the Academy ate, being taught 
the Eugliſb Language, which Dean Swift ſaid, 
« if they did not teach in the College, they 
taught nothing 3s and again, a Revival of 

the 


1 | 


— 


the antient ,  Elocution. It were to be wiſhed 

the Dean had told Mr. Sheridan, at the ſame 

2 in what Manner he would have the 
ng/ 2 Tongue taught, whether, excluſively, as 

a . Language, or, as it really is, a Com- 

pound of all Languages ever uſed in Speech, 

unleſs the Coptic and Chineſe may be excepted. 
The firſt ſeems impoſſible to have been his 

Meaning, as, in order to the right Uſe of Words, 

their Derivation muſt, be. known, and the pre- 


ciſe Idea which, in their beſt and moſt culti- 
vated State, they intended to convey. On this. 


Knowledge, bis may bet affirmed, all Juſt Spek- 


I 


8 0 that the een Years, {pens at Schools, if aw 


do not bring, this, bring ng other Fruits of their, 
Labour. It were to the; fullqas ridiculous ina 
Teacher of Languages, to teagh cone Language 
abſtracted from all others, as it was in Moliere's - 


Profeſſor, to aſs; one, who deſired he would 


lend an Ear toca few Words he was about to 
 ſheakj which!//Ear he ſhould lend him? for, 

ſays the Profeſſor if you intend to ſpeak! Hes 
brews; Arabic, Coptis, Greek, or, Latin, you muſt 
ſpeak to this Ear,zif-plain French, me on the 


other - Side; 1 I; reſerve., the right. Ear for the 


learned Languages only. They are to go Hand 
in Hand; if they were ſeparated, all Ideas 


459 


would be indiſtinct . and confounded, and even 


Spelling loſt; which ſome Gentlemen, more in- 


genious than diſcreet, are helping on, by drop- 
C 85 ing 
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| muſt BE owned, 


ry 


(18 ] 


ing 3 Letters that ought to remain, though 


they be not ſounded, 'in order to ſhew the De- 
- rivation, and, conſequently, in What Senſe the 


Words ſhould be uſed. All the Dean can "be 
ſuppoſed to have meant, is, that Care ſhould | 


be had to teach, which, out of nam yy ſptionimous 


Words, was the beſt to be uſed. And this, it | 
is wand, ; 


4453 
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"Ho g 1 am, - A poſſible, a lets Ga petent 
— 4 - Judge chan i in any thing you have elle Pre 


to me. I have not the leaſt Knowledge of the 
Gentleman, but what I have learn'd from "is 
general Character, and ſome ef his Writings 
which. I have pertfed ; but am glad of an Op 
portunity to! do him the Juſtice he deſires, and ; 
I believe if 1 may traſt the Profeſſions ie 
makes] do him a great Pleaſure” too, when: T 
declare, that I think him much happier in the” 
_ firſt than in the Taps” His Character, as repre- 
ſented to mie, an utter e tochim, is ſome 
thing beyond ſuperlative; and his Works, TWill 
be bold enough te ſay, 'below NMellieerity- His 
Words unpreciſe, his Periods unharmonicus, 
his Sentiments not 'growitig rogreſſively, n 
ſtarting from nothing, to the Appearance "of © 
ſomething new and ſurprizing 3 but che Surprize 


cCeaſes, when the Reader recolleQts he had Teen” 


tliem before, where they were in better Place. N 


1 I mew 1 2 only” the leaſt, "finiſhed of his” 


Performances, © 2 


411 _ ee 7” 


[19] 


5 Performances, which, except ome fichty DRE 


in News: -Papers, were no more than The Con- 
duet of the Manager, and An Oration pronounced, 
&c. and it may be injurious to form an Opinion 
only from theſe, when, for aught I know, he 


may have obliged the World with ſome Chef 


Fi oeuvre, or Maſterpiece of Genius, and elegant 
Compoſition. 1 think, it improbable ; but how- 
ever it be, it is no Proof of his Ineapacity for 
the place he pretends to, nor , any Reflexion 


. 


PH of Virtue, and Aa Friend to Mankind] 


that he wants the Genius, or Vis inſita, which 


alone diſtinguiſhes a Writer from a Compiler. 
There are very worthy, honeſt Gentlemen, who 


cannot write, and yet. ſerviceable to. their Coun- | 
try; and may, like the French Princes 0 of the 


Blood, keep others to write for them; not to 
mention the Poſlibility, of their being good Di- 
rectors how others ſhould write. | When Mr. 


a Addiſon was at Paris, the premier Dancing-maſter : 


there had but one Leg; yet all the Nobleſſe, 
and growing Hopes of the Nation, were his 


Scholars. What hinders then but Mr. Sheridan 


may teach  Eloquence, though he be not eloquent 
himſelf : ? We are apt to make Diſtinctions 


where there is no Occaſion, and to lump our 


Ideas When they ought to be moſt ſeparated. 
Eloquence and Rleroricb paſs for the ſame thing, 


in general Apprehenſion; and yet one conſiſts 
in giving Rules, the other in practiſing them. 


8 2 Quintilian 
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[20] 
Quintilian was the beſt Rhetorician in Rome, and | 
yet a very paltry Declaimer; if, indeed, the 


Declamations be his; but whether they are or 
no, he had no Reputation for Eloquence in his 


own Time. 2 


For the as, the Revival of the antient Elb 
cution, 1 muſt premiſe that, 1 hope, it will ne- 
ver be received among us. Let any one who 


has 'ſeen Henly, or ſome dignified Divines, I 


ſhan't name, varying Geſtures and Looks, ſaw- 


ing the Air, and all the while ſaying nothing, 


pronounce on the Propriety or Uſefulneſs, could 


it be attained, of having Elocution reſtored. But 


it is impoſſible, as our Manners, and what is 


called Tafte, are totally againſt | it. In France 
there is a good deal of it; in Italy more; but 
then the Manners of both Nations make it ſuit- 
able and proper, and, in each, every one, even 
in common Diſcourſe, is an Actor; and the 


grave Italian outdoes, in Geſture, the lively 


Frenchman. You may object, that though Elo- 
cution, with bad Senſe, is ridiculous, yet it 
graces ſenſible Orations. Be it ſo; but who is to 
judge of the Senſe, or how many Enſible Com- 

Poſitions are produced among us? Here's an- 
_ "other Difficulty in the Way; 8 every Preacher 

and Pleader [I ſuppoſe it not neceſſary for the 


Phyſician] muſt be tied to the diſagreeable Ne- 


ccſhity of having both Senſe and Elocution; 


whereas, 


eh. 
ig [ 21 } 


whereas, on our preſent Footing, God be thank- 
ed, we do gag: well without either. 
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If the Society, x ll: will. haye it, I/ pro- 
poſe reviving, along with Elocutian, the Raman 
Practice of one ſecretly placed, reading: his 


Compoſition to the Aſſembly, and another, in 
view, going along with the Reader in the elb- 


cution Part, with proper Geſtures; and then, 
1 think, fifty Maſters of Elocution may do for 


the whole Kingdom; ten for Dublin, and forty 


for the reſt of it, which, on a large Allow- 
ance, will out- number every ſenſible weekly 
Compoſition in the Kingdom; and theſe Gen- 
tlemen may be ſent for, on Occaſion, to ac- 
company the Reader. Here then, I think Mr. 
Sheridan may be uſeful; and for the laſt Solu- 
tion you require of me, why ſo many very 


cConiſiderable Perſons. eſpouſe Mr. Sheridan, and 
ſo warmly contend for his Plan, if there be not 


a good Degree of Certainty, that it will be 


| uſef1 ul to have it executed? I can give ; no 


clear Anſwer ; but to form a Gueſs,” I ſhould 


think it proceeds from a juſt Senſe and Reſent- 


ment of their having been ſo ill tutored them- 
ſelves, that a Reformation in the Point is be- 


come, in their Opinion, abſolutely neceſſary, 


if we expect the riſing Generation ſhould be 
better than their Fathers, and not worſe. There 
is a Chance both Ways; but I have Hopes 
OS. | they 
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AB 5 ill be better, and mould be pretty "fore 
of it, if another Aeuuemy were ſet up for thein 


not to learn any thing at all, but to unlearn 


every thing they had bees tag at home, eicher 


[. : 1 Example, etcept doing nothing, 
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that ſo they might be committed to Mr. She 
ridan; as it were, a Tubrla raſa, and five him 
the Trouble of taking tlie Tan out of them, 
which muſt be firſt done, before the Oüour he 
means to embue them with, can tale to the 
dan, or e impregnated. . 
5 But Made written too longs ka If «> 
Defence I have attempted,” in Behalf of Mr. 
Sheridan, be agreeable to your Sentiments, 1 
have my End, as I am in Hopes all other 
Schoolmaſters may, by better Arguments, which, 
no doubt, will be offered by the Society, be 
brought to acquieſce in the Scheme, and, for 
the Good of their Country, be content, all, to 
lay down the Fernie, and betake themſelves to 
ſome honeſter Courſe; and more ſerviceable to 
Learning, than that of making Scholars; for 
more ſerviceable that it will be; is demonſtrable 
from an uncontroverted Poſition laid down 
by very eminent Men, That if we had 
„fewer Books, we ſhould have more true 

Learning: And it is not to be denied, that 
if we had fewer Scholars, we ſhould have fewer 
n and! equally certain, that . we had 


fewer 


_— 
+ 
+ 
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41 „„ 
olds ct, we ſhould have fewer Schalen 2 
All which, I hope, we ſhall live to ſee accom- 
pliſhed by means of this Academy, and that 
other I have made bold to recommend to you, 


and, if you think fit, to the Hibernian Society; 
which, if it ſueceeds, wilt produce the Refor- 
mation long looked for in vain :. And it will be 
our Glory,- and not our Repidath; © to have it 


ſaid literally, Totus Mundus agit Hiſtrionem. 
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